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Orthodox and organised religion is on the "decline everywhere
in the world to-day; this is so more markedly in the West than in
the East, but the tendency is unmistakable, and ihe modern nund
has so far been moulded entirely by Western thought. Though there
are many men who,still cling to the old religions with their creeds
and dogmas, since the humanist movement of the eighteenth century
the impression has been gaining ground that religion cannot cure' the
evils from which humanity is suffering. All advanced countric's have
separated religion from politics, and have made it a thing of personal
concern which should not be allowed to interfere with public affairs.
And Bolshevik Russia has set up a living example how far a people
can advance in social and political life without any aid from religion,
and even going definitely against religion. But now it is being realised
that even if religion ha:s failed, no better success has attended the
social, economic, political and other humanist efforts. There is a
plethora of secular ideals and "isms" in the world, but the terrible
catastrophe that has overtaken mankind in spite of, or rather on
account of, these .is inevitably turning man's mind again to the ancient
remedy of religion and spirituality.  Mr. Henry Wallace, Vice-
President of the United States, speaking at the conference on Christian
basis of World Order, described good-neighbourly policy as a Christian
policy and democracy as the only true expression of Christianity. He
further said,^ "Only through religion and education can the freedom-
loving individual realise that the greatest pleasure comes from serving
the highest unity and general welfare of all."

But as a matter of fact, the practice of Christianity for about two
thousand years has not made the nations of the West good neighbours.
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